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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN LAND INFORMATION SYSTEM — WALIS INTERNATIONAL FORUM 

Statement by Minister for Lands 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Lands) [3.50 pm]: Last week I had the pleasure of 
officially launching the WALIS International Forum 2009—the Western Australian Land Information System—
which was held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. The WALIS International Forum was established 
in 1984 and has developed into one of the largest and most well known geographic information systems events 
in Australia. As one of the premier events in the geographic information industry, the forum attracts many 
delegates from a diverse range of professions. Held every 18 months, this event provides an opportunity to 
showcase issues related to all aspects of location-based information. This latest forum, held from 11 to 
13 November, was a huge success, attended by more than 750 participants. Among those attending were local, 
national and international delegates involved in the use of spatial information from a variety of sectors. These 
included delegates from state and local governments, the private sector, academia and the community. Although 
the forum was open for all to attend, the event was particularly useful for people working with geographic 
information to improve their businesses. In keeping with the theme of the event, “Business Intelligence, Business 
Solutions and Education”, participants were exposed to cutting-edge location-based technology and the benefits 
of government and private sector collaboration in the use of geographic information. The WALIS International 
Forum 2009 contained several themes within its three-day program exploring a range of relevant subjects 
pertaining to geographic information. Of particular interest was the teaching theme, which explored the 
application of geographic information systems and tools in the education sector. The next WALIS International 
Forum is scheduled for 2011 and will be run concurrently with the International Society for Digital Earth 
Symposium to be held in Perth. I congratulate Landgate and the role it plays at world’s best cutting-edge 
technology in geographic information systems, and I wish it all the best for the future. 
 


